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The largest Clreulation of any Newspaper
In North Central Pennsylvania.

A

Torws of Bubscription,
(f pald In advanen, or within § monthi..,..
[ paid wfter A snd bafore & mantha........
1f pabld after tha sxpliation of # monthe...

Rates of Advertiaing,

Prauslont sdvertissments, por square of |8 Hossor
(PO TP I T —— TR ]
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CLEARFIELD

GEO. B, GOODLANDER, Proprietor.

REPUBLICAN,

VOL. 50~-WHOLE NO. 2474,

Par nank q
Al trators’ wnd B
Auditors’ natiees.
Ountisns aail B
Trinmntatian wathees
Peulesalonat Carie, § lines ur deen,] your....
Eonnl notless, par NN®...oiveeirpin tenmisissionss
YEARLY ADVERTIFEMENTE. [

L pjuare, 88 00 | | eslemn.,
! wijdares . 15 00 | § ewlumin.
T aquares. . 30 80 | 1 ealumn.
a1, GOODLANDIRR,
NOEL & LENK,
Publishets. |
r |
. 1
Cards. |

W. C, ARNOLD,

(AW & COLLECTION nn‘i(zu.(,r..,u,mm.m.

CURWHENRVILLE,
it ClenrBelil Counly, Pown's, 18y

THON, W, NUENAY, Y HER WA,

MURRAY & GORDON,

ATTORNEYS AT LAW, | m-Ordens

CLEARFIELD, PA,
A Ofise In Ple's Opara Houss, peavud flooe.
|2 L)
FRANK FIELDING,
ATTORNEY-AT-LAW,
Clearlield, Pa. |

...
gs2zsE3E

ob | paid over,

| Adiloess Woodlsnid P, 0
‘ a2y

Cards,
JOHN D. THOMPSON,

Junties of the Pance and Berivener,
Curwensville, Pa.

Colleetio adi d money promptly
stk I’olagl'!'llt

RICHARD HUGHES,
JUSTION OF THE PEACR
Mm:';\u;emhlp.

Oseesla Mills P. O,

A1 ofheial bunlnees entrusied to bim will be
meli 39, T8,

W0, ALBERT.. ... WEWAY LiAERT_.. .., ALERRY

W. ALBERT & BROS,,
Maaufucturers & extounive Deabers in

Bawed I.mburl Timber; &o.,
WOODLAND, PENN"A
salivited.  Bills Alled on short noties

anid rebsonable terme,
o Cloarfield Co,, Pa.
W ALHEUT & BRUS. |
|

FRANCIS COUTRIET, |
MEHCHANT,

|
Freuchville, Clearfield County, Pa, ‘|
constantly on hasd = fall sesortment ulr

Keepr
Will stiend 1o ol busines antrastad ta him | Dey Goods, Handwurn, Gromrios, snd sverypihing

prospdly sud fsitifully, soy 1378

WILLIAN & WALLATE. Bavie L danes.
WANETY P, WALLAOR NN W, WEIBLEY,

WALLACE & KREBS,

(Suwersors tn Wallnes & Finlding,)
ATTORNEYB<-AT-LAW, |
1137 Clearfield, Pa.

A. G, KRAMER,
ATTORNEY-AT-LAW,
el Batate nnd Oallention Agrat,
CLEARFIELD, PA.,

Wil promptly sttend te all begal butinses o
trustod ts Liv enro .
oor- USae with Jolim I Pulfeed, eppeeite the

peaery 8. 0 ERALLY BANIRL W. M'thEny,

MeENALLY & MoOURDY,
ATTORNEYS-AT-LAW,
Cleartield, Pa.

i Legal buslpess alionded ba prompily with)
Inlity, Offlee an Secend apzext, abave the Firnt
Unthomal Nank Jais 178

G. R. BARRETT,

Vierorsky ann Covwsarton aT Law,
CLEARFIELD, PA,

Maiieg resigoed hie Judgeskip, hue peusond

o pruetioe of the Low {8 hiv old ufios st Olear.

Wil Pa. Wil sitend the ooarts of Jefearsen and

Ih =eanties when speslally retaleed (o sonosetion

th resifiont eoanm] ¥t

WM. M. MeCULLOUGH, "

ATTORNEY AT LAW,
Clearfinld, Ps
v Oillee In the Wid Wes
prompily sttsebed .
ught and pall.
|
A. W, WALTERS, |
ATTORNYEY AT LAW,
Clearteld, Pa.

Hotel boilliog. |
Heal ootnin
e |

Legal baslpess

0 08 |y rabuis’s Taw lilea® 0y

H. W. SMITH,
\ITTORNEY-AT-LAW,
I Tt | Cleargeld, Pa.

WALTER BARRETT,

ATTORNEY AT LAW

| Bulivered if desired

wrually hept in s relail store, which will be sold,
for onsh, &0 sheay na slenwhare in the esunty.
Premehville, June $7, 180713, 1

THOMAS H, FORCEE,
PRALER 1N |

GENERAL MERCHANDISE, !
GRAMAMTON, Pa. J

Alyy, eatenslve manufucinrer and dealer In Bquary
Timbar and Snwwd Lomberof nll Kinds. |

- Ordare wolicited spd all hills .mt?pl'lp[
Blled, (ULE:] |

'Houss and Sign Painter and Paper ;)

Hangor,
Clearfield, Penn's. |

o WT sueenie Jobin bn hia line prompily wnd
s & workmaniike wantr wprdal

G. H. HALL, *
PRACTICAL PUMP MAKER,
NEAR CLEARFIRLD, PENNA

2 Pumps alwaye on haad and mads 1o ordar |
om shiort matios,  Pipes bored an reasomudin terme |

All werk warranied o render satlplaation, sad
wmydbdypd |

E. A, BIGLER & CO,,

. PREALERN 1N

SQUARE TIMBER,

wnd manufsstoren of
ALL KENDS OF SAW LD LUMBENR,
DLEARPIELD, PENN'A |

JAS. B. GRAHAM, '

dealer in

Real Estate, Square Timber, Boards,

ENINGLES, LATH, & PICKETS,

somo Lwo weeks sinee,

THE PENSION BUREAU.
SPEECH
—iw

HON. GEO. A, JENKS,

OF PENNAYLVANIA,

On the Ameudment Authorizing the
transfer of the Panslon Burean of
the Uniwga Bumi‘n;m t:;;gln-

terior B:ﬁman to
War Department, 1

Dellvered In the House of Hepresentatives,
Washington, I Cy, March Hith, 1876,

Mr Jonkn, Mr Chairman, by the
permission of the Committeo on Appro-
printions, 1 whall, in the progress of the
considorationof this bill, offer an amend.
ment, nuthoriging the tranafer of the
Pension Buroan of the United States
from the Imterior Department to the
War Department, and 1 rise now for
lln-L:uquunl‘ox]ulu]ningtln- provisions
ol that i t and the pr |
eoonomy thu would be uwmu]lfl!nlwd
by this tranefor. It may bo statisd thay
rrnlml-ly thireo-fourthe of & million dol-
nrs cnn be saved by tho transtor of Uhis
Burean, and that 118 business ean be
done mare intelligontly, more diligently,
and more porely than it ks now.

Nrposo will be to state the facts to the
Louse, pnd if | 8o show | shall expect
o recsive the support of those who be-

ty should charneterigo the pdministi.
ton of the Governmont

But, Mr. Chafrman, before 1 enter
into the considorntion of tho trunsfer

| abuned plicer, private, wr muslsisn afuresaid, e ball

¥ [ time the resolution of the Continental

* el that any one disabled in the line
REUBEN HACKMAN, E““"’" that coonomy, diligonics ntid puri- | of his duty as s soldior should be puid

possod in the Continentnl Congress
which to be sure might not bo bnding
i e law, but s certainly binding in
i faith, 1 read from Mr Rufls
wion Manudl
The Centinents! Congross by & serbes of resoln
iy I that ov
A e
-
n’:mllt:l":’:lzn: e dlllb:l ll‘!‘b’l
wort i of Blites, (n e war then salating with
this mathier sooptry, & te be rendersd
“aflerwand of ing & livellheod,” Te-
peivw during 1w, or the pontingsnes of sush diss.
Wiy, otie- iy montbly pay after hle pay
& esbidier ehanbd pease,

Honoe, before the Revolationary War
had made its eripplos, there wuas a
promise by the Government to those
who wore disabled in the cangs of lib-
orty that they shonld receive n pension.
I that promise is binding wpon the
nathon were umdler
the present Constitution, it s a contract
as 1o these soldiers, We will see now
whether that was vatificd by the Ui
tod States, [n 1700, after the orgavizs
tion of tho Governmont, the Congress
of the United States (" il an aet, ap-
provod Lpril 30, 1700, for the mﬁuh
uon and formation of the armios of the
United States.”  That et provided—

That if sny d wffisnr, L

b weundel or disabled while in (i Tine of his
doty tn publie servies, be sball be placed on the
Ut af invakide of the United Btates st snch rate
of pay and usber sueh pegulniions sa shall be
flirested Uy e Preabdunt of the Usited States for
1he time belng,

That was in 1700, Thus at that

Congross was ratifiod in the passago of
the gonoral army bill, snd it was prom.

u ponsion. If that promise was ne
eupled by the soldior, sod be was dis
ulr‘n!. wan it not s contrmet, and hns ba
nit & right to demnnd his pension ?

Hsolf | desire to sibmit o the Houso
sOmo views in pespect to cortain nllégn |
tions converning the law, all itu]mrhutl|

to those whom I s one have the honoy |

' oapecindly (o reprosont bore.  As the | war, with very fow exceptions, & simi-

Chateman of the Commities on Invalid |
Pensions und as mombors of that com

mittee wo fel it to be gur duty Lo seo
that those who are committed to onr |
chargo shull not be wronged.  As the
cotiduct of all mankind depends sotne |
what on thelr ahstmet boliolk, it s mrr:-|
essary Lhat those abstraot  bodlols, ifl
they he Magrantly wrong, shiall be reoti.
fied. The necessity fur this ocenrred
to mw, and snpposs probably 1o every |
other person who has given It auy ol |
tention at all, on the 1st duy of Mareh, |
In the vresetos
of this House there wis onder cousid. |
oration and diseosslon o cortam  bill
coneerning ponsions.  In fhat disens

In order that there never shoald be
any misspprehonsion on this sulijoet,
and that every well informed man
should kuow his rights, pricr to every

lar resolution or law has been enseted
Such se-enpctment took placo before oy
in the early stages of every great war
I'n nuticipution of the Warof 1812 with
Groat Britain, and for the vory purpse
of indocing onlistments, there was
passed an net approved Januasry 11,
1812, entitied * An not to maiso an addl.
tronal military foree” 1 providod—
Tht i any sMoer tirn . oot ool otiwl wffivot tivii-
vlelaw, or private, thall e disahled by wentde nr
otliereion while in O Tine of hie duty in pulilie
warvhes, be aball be plased on the lat of lmvnlide
wl e Unitad States ot such mite of ponrion sl

* | thay only did their doty, and when she

un the pringiple
o thero askitg
I am bhound to

gront it : ., mnell within the

wovisions of tho. Hanvo, 1 lnrr':
t may nover be agin asserted on 1

floor of this Hogslland mare partic.
Inrly by whot wotlld secm 1o Ué con

cortod action, for |
seried by one

wich s thing
no argnment why it did not oxist, be.
causo if we were W test (o oxistonco
of what s trne by whast any man kuows,
the truth on carth or in tho wniverse
would bo extrémely limited,
Another pesson asslgnel was that

Government promised them s if they
did thair rlut-v_ are thoy not estitled to
it? A man mey only do als duty
whoo he porforma his duily abor for
hin employer under obligatior to pay
bim T Tho fact that he is deing his
duty i no argument against it; and
wo insist an invalid penalon s dobt,
and should be so rocognized by the
Government, and in the organimtion
af Courts for the adjudication of stch
eluims wo shionld take the same aro as
in the organkeation of any other Court
in the United States, 18 this business
Is not fuirly and Lovestly  done, dili-
gontly and econonilcally done, where
it in performed now, let as place it
where it will be

So much e this question which has
comsumed more time than I intended,
I will piss now Lo the donsideration ot
the maln question before the House,
and in order that it may be fully com-
prebended, T will send up the bl god
sl the Clerk to road it as a part ol m
remarks. [t isiutroducod ns nn nmend.
mant Lo the bill under considoration by
the courtosy of 1he Committes on Ap
proprintions. It is Hoase bill No 2560,
trausforring the Buresu of Pensions
from the Interior Departmoent to the
War lh!!mmuc-nl

The Clark rond as follows

B it eomaved by the Feusle aud [Tovae of Hepre-
wemtatives of tha United Noares of dsverion -'-'En-
geen asvemblad, That from and after July 1, 1997,
the Fearlon Dareas of (e Uinled States, with sl

under swok regulalions as are of Ay be direetnl
by low, de.

Ho that we find prior to the Revola. |
Lion an not of this kind was passod, and

01078 - Clenrliolil, s, sion | insisfed that an invalid pausion | prior to the War of 1812 it was roiter
- RS ! wwns n dobt—a debt of Lhe highest ordor | nted, Pt it may be pleadod that the |
]A'\I ES MITCHELL, —andl one that no nation eonld retuse | statute of Hmtations applies as to all |
v axitel’ to puy, unloss she stood distinetly on | these acte. Sinee 1865 many statotes

Square Timber & Timber Laands, [To
first lnbor in this disenssion,
absort that an invalid penston is s debt. | Honse, that these soliliers are not en-

JoiTE CLEARFIELD, FA

JAMES H., LYTLE,
In Krateer's Bullding, Cleartield, Pa.

Fruitve, Flour, Fesl, et nie.

Cloarfield, Pa. sprlATAAL
g Ofiwe in 011 Weatwrn MHutel buidding, = |
fupe ol Sasand nnd Masket Sie.  [nov3)88 | OHN A. STADLER,
VAKKER, Marke! B, Chlearileld, Pa.

ISRAEL TEST,
ATTORNEY AT LAW,
Clonrtiold, Pa.

par- O8es In e Costt Homse

JOHN H. FULFORD,
ATTORNEY AT LAW,
Clearfield, Pa.

s Of o om Matkat straat, opp. Court Hot,
e 8, INTL,

JOHN L. CUTTLE,
ATTURNEY AT LAW,
vid Heal Estate Ageot, Clearfield, Pa.
(rie wm Third street, bet. Chorey & Walaut,
o= Respeotfully ulfers his servieeain nalling

sl suying lands in Cloarfiald snd adjolining | ended to.

wvunties | #nd with sn experidnes of aver twenty
ruare w4 & sarvagar, Aattors himosif that he ran
rondor sallofastion, [Web. 2MAAT,

J. BLAKE WAL TERS, | T Sl st oferm e |

REAL ESTATE BROKER,

ANp PEALEN N

Saw Logs and Lumbor,
CLEARFIRLD, A,

e in irabam's Raw 13nTl
J. J. LINGLE,
ATTORNEY -AT -LAW,
hile tscpola, Clearfield Co., Pa. ypid

J. 8. BARNHART,
ATTORNEY ‘AT - LAW,
Bellefonte, Pa.

WL practios in Olvarfield and sll of the Courts of
the 2oth Judinial distriot
Land =ollewtivn of elabme wads specialties. nlTH

DR. W. A. MEANS,

LUTHRREBENG, PA, -

BILL wrtend grofsdlonsl ealls prowyily. sugléTo

DR. T. J. BOYER,
I YSICIAN AND SURGEOUN,
(Mllee on Marked Btreet, CluntBalil, P
Ofee howrn: 8 o 120w, end ) 1o B p om

II E. M. SCHEURER,

HOMBOPATHIC FIYEICIANR,
Ofes tn reaidnnen on Markel i
EApril B4, 1873, CHenriladd, I's,

. J. H. KLINE, M. D.,
PHYSIOIAN & SURGEON,
P AVING Yosutad wt Petinfyld, Pa, uffets hie
L vihl T v ines tn the af that

R.J. P. BURCHFIELD,

g retarned from ths Armiy,
lanal serviees to the eltinems
old aounl y,

Prafeceional salls prompily sttended Lo
e an Hwonsd wireel, fursmeriyocenpied by
. Waids, [aprs,'eb-u

DR. H. B. VAN VALZAH,

CLEARFINLD, PENN'A.

DUEFICK IN MASONTO BULLDING

20 Qo benid—Froti 1216 8 I ML
May 13, 1975

R JEFFERBON LITZ,
WOLHLAND, PA

WA prosoptiy stiend sl snlls In Uhe Han ol ks

sfresiiin Wy 10-11

D. M. DOHERTY,
BITONAULE PARDER & NATR DRESSER,
CLEARFIELD, PA.
Fhop in rocin Tormerly wesupbed by Naugle

arlke itrret.
uly 14, TH

[T ARRY SNYDER,
LA | Vermirly with Low Bobuler,)
RARRER AND HAIRDRERENR

Fhop on Marhon S0, appaiiie Court Hnse,
lean towal for avery sumtemer, mag 19,75,

FHOLESALE LIQUOR STORE.
AT tha end ol the wow biridge,
WEST CLEARFINLD, VA,

o preptietur of hble setablivkmns will by
» Ih’uu ditwet from dletiilars, Prrtiss buyin
hie hous

i

NTA

riner | gy

Heal eninte Eurinoss |

PHYSIOIAN & SURGRON,|

wopite
iunding soustry. Al nIIIOIIlrIuln‘;;II, | ONOL IR MARKET STHEET, UL A,

the 530 Reglment, Pennoylranis | 119

Frosh Bread, Busk, Relin, Ples and Caliss
o Band or made 6 erder, A general senttmend

Tew Oream and Opsters (n seasnn.  Salsan pearly
aite the PostoMes.  Priees maderis,
arrh 10770,

8, 1. SNYDER,
PRACTICAL WATCHMAKHR |
AND DRALER IN |
Watches, Clocks and Jewelry, |
frihuw's Hew, Market Streee,

CLEARVIELD, PA,
Al Kinds of repalring In my tne promptly ate
Aprdl 24, 1804, |

Livery Niable. '

%
dule all im 1o way of lumm'ln Ao
Enddies mnd Tarnoss, on the shurtest nutice an
on reasinable barme.  Bealilenes on Locust iireet,
betwenn Thivd and Fourth,
GRO, W. GEARHANY
Tearfiald, Foh. 4, 1874

MITCHELL WAGONS.
The Best is the Cheapest!

Thamas Reilly has reesived aosther largs lot of
“Mitahell Wagona,™ which sre sisig the very
Lest minnslasturad, wnd which bn will sll ot the
wont ransanahle vaten.  [lis stoak inebidos wimont
all doeeriptlons of wagons— largeand small, wide
and marrow treek.  Call snd oo (hem,

apeS T THOMAR LEILLY

ANDREW HARWICK,
Market Sireet, Clenrfiold, Pa,
EAFVFACTIARR AND PRALERN I8
HARNESH, SADDLES, DRIDLES, COLLANA,
und all hinde of
NORSK FURNISHING (GODDE

A Tull stowk of Beddiers’ Hardwars, Broihes, |
Combe, Nlankets, Rubss, ste, sluass on band
and for enln ol Vg lowent puab primes. Al kinds
of repalring prompily stivsded 1o,

AL kimde of blden taken In exchunge foe har.
nees andl repalring. Al Kinde of barners lenther

bopt an hawd, and for el ad 3 manll preft
Mlearfull, Jan. 19, 1670

BI AVZE & SORWARTEZ,

lata tlew. Bvane & Cn,,

MILITARY UNIFORMS

AND

EQUIPMENTS,

Banids, Compauies, de, furmished. Famples,
botegraphe and sellmensuring direcllom snt

MERCHANT TAILORE & CLOTHIRRS,
1Ie8 MARKNT ETHERT,

July 14, T80y Phils
UNII ERTAKING
e R -

The wndersigoed ase now fully el e
easry oh the business of ™

UNDERTAKING,

AT REARONATLE RATRR,

And respecttully anlielt the patronsge of thos
meading such servives.

JOHN TROUTMAN,

JAMES L. LNAYVY.

ClearfoM, Pa, Feb. 18, 1074
DANIRL GOODLANDER,
LUTHERSBUNG, PA,,
Dealer In

DRY GOODS, NOTIONS,
HOSIERY & GLOYES,
HATS & CATS snid BOOTE & SUORS,
Tohason, Urmerios acd Flah, Xalls, Hardwas,
: n.,-'o?r e i ot
ohrpl:'tdhuuln bes,

Candies, ¥uts & Dried Pralu, Chwess and Crack.
wts, Roek anid Kifla Powder,

Flour, Grain and Potatoes,

Wo bate pHoted § farge apmtnr
™ RILL, and wil '.."E.m:
e mall

sy ie

jlkivir country,

in 1776, the
He greatar of goods ba any slors b e had mado s .‘”"' and
e 3 e e oy ?n‘,? e mu:mlou there was n resolution

lll!'!fl"liifll’ ol unequiveonl I"I"HIIHHNIII).
emonstrate that fact will boe my
I now

In opder to eall the attention of the |

| House to the discussion that oconrred | Bro & more wratnity.
Dealer (i Oroesrbes, Provislans, Vegetahles, | 0N thint day, T soud 1o tho Clerk's dosk | we will consider whethor

tg bo read, romarks made by the bon. |

orablo gontieman feom Towa [ My, Kui statuto-books; or whethor they sroa

aon], which 1 have marked.
The Clerk rond as follows

Aguin, the granting of thess prndlens now un-
dor coneideration was an set ol sare

rdin gratuily
| of Confectinnrion, Prolts and Nute (v stock— | by the Garermment fn resngnilion of the serviees

ruppused 1o bave beem rendetnd by the peasinners
Ly wi W 4 o |

and ovary L]
ol hls Guvernmwent o0 15 the amount of bl pom-
peimation wad ar ts Uhe peutinaanem of hiepension, |

Mr, Jimks, I sk the Clerk to rend |

|also from the remarks made by the |

honorable gentleman from Hlinois | Mr.
llln"lhull the pusange T have markod
The Clerk read s folluvws

First, alr, 1 doslen gmtlomen 1o snnsider here
Vlah thiere s pot wnd sennet be any ewed thing ae
& ventwd right, s eommmerslal transaction batween
thit coutey and thove wha are the teaiplonts of
I8 bounty, Bvery tmtlas bas the right inhmant-
Iy to evsmanld the sorvioes of |ts eltivess just
whiseret It oulle for tham, b0 sall far thelr e,
I demnand their money | ail thade pinnrure of the
eitiven’s duly Lo unly fluited by the pecesliion of
the sountry. Thare is oo sontraet of dobinrs shd
wente In thal,  Bo whoever mway resder serviee In
military sapmaity to the wuiiun Wimpily does his
unilitakable, undesiable doty, ssd whai-
wenrd tho nation may giee kim for havieg
done (hat duty o o the line of fres gin and grass,
and mid In the Hae of sontrast. Asd wntil this
Ui I mover Wemril =y wien ik of soy mh‘

thing s# & somtrast betwsen (he soldier and the '1

nntion giving him ihe right te = ponsion |
Mr. Jonks, [ ask the Clerk als Lo
road from the remarks of the hopors- |
bie gentleman from Now York [Mr.|
Townsend] the passage I marked.
The Clerk rend as follows
Kow Ul commitiee thnr wontured ihis Wil wie
Wi Conusittee on Mevolithimary  Peavlone and
the War of 112, Wa matiered & bifl ralating
whally to the penilontrs of ths War of 1812 We
bronght thad Bal) dute thie Mo, and if it hed
bieons Tuld in (e appliestion 1o be prasivaers of the |
War sl 1012 1 Or-ll feal | wae dulng bers, s 1
folt | wae doing in the edinmitton, my duty to |be
enslumers aml Whe eontily in onstalning that bill
WE el g e grasnd (nt the pateluier has
the vight with the munele of & plital ts domond of |
Ui wointey & proslen, Gustt (lod | dre we In
bxve thiat dovtrims presented Uers of sigrebors
whne thot & prmstoner hus e right e sk veh
& dewand of the soutitry ¥ Not st all. 03 le pet
wpon any ek ground. 11 wae npon the groand
int (hose mien bad readeeed olfeiie) srvies, and
It btmmn the osuntry 1a be Tiberal ta ihem jn
thrn.  The sirvies wis all rendered Lalirw the
peaston war granted |
Mre. Junks, From these oxtraots it ]
will e soen that three gontlemon of
experience, lewrned in the law, and
frot whotn personally and s lawyems
1 shiould have the highest rospoct, bave
ansorted that an invalld pension is not
n debt ; that it mny be grantid or withi-
holil ot the pleasure of the Government;
that there I no obligation to pay it;
thnt it is simply ngratuity.  Now, ifit
be n gratuity, we muy st oy moment
cut off these pensions ; wo may rofise
to pay them from any moment that it
may ovour to the logislative branch of
the Government that it Is for the Inter
ent of the Governmont so to do, Il
that be wo, U 0s & most fatal truth for
these pensloners who bave boon do
prived of' thele Timbs in the chase of

Now, in order 16 reflute whint seems
1o mo to be a4 mist Bagrant fullacy, |
propose Lo disouss the quostion st this
time ; beeanse, fivst, [ think the Pension
Hurean, which we seek to transfor, has
been laboring under the same fllacy,
has buen of the apinion that they may
grant or rofuse a ponsion ns they seu
proper, and they may oxpedite it or
delay it un to them may seem monven
lonit, that they may grant it to a polin.
cal friend or dony it 1o s politieal oppo-
nent s mny soem bost for party pur
posca. It 18 to refuto this view, and
that the people may comprehend what
in right and whit is & gift, that |

now to disouss this ue the first
question in this bill,

A contraoty a8 wo nre led to s
from our early legnl Inoubrations, s an
agrecmont for n sufflolent consideration
to do or not, to do some given thing ; »

Ine for a considerntion, an

r a conderation accopled.  'I'hia

cotmtitules s contract as diforontly ox-

[time 1 will say nothing more aboot

|I-|’

of limitations have been passd depriv. |

ing pensioned soldiers of thair rghta. |
{4 bins been sasumed repentediy by this

titledd na of right to pensions ; that thuse
Ata Im.q:or time

1ese litnita
tion nots onght to stand upon the
disgrnee to onr logisiation. At this
them. Bt I wssert hore hroadly that
with very fow  exooptions the rule is
thut overy invalid pension is a dobs,
and a dobt the nation oaght not to re
padiate.

In 1862 it boewme novesary, 'll Wlul
sipposed, to roiterate the same logiala-
tin,:| Heneo, wo find that on thtgl.ﬂh
of July, 1862, an ennctmont of this
klnd wis prssed, whick is to be found
in the Siatntes at Large, vol. 12, Cugo
666, Although this principle bad been
usnorted froquently and brondly in
many ensetmonts and reennetmants, it
was the intention of the Government
that this matter should be placed be.
yond doubt. Tt was intended thist no
woldler in the army should deubit or
hositate fur & moment in the ballof that
if be were disablod in bis country's
sirviee he should nol bo consigned for
the rosidue of his days to penury and
pruporism, or in cuse of death hfn
viviag family sulijected to the same
nte,  The provisions was ennoted in
order that he might feel at ease | thint
lie might rest in the confident belief
that if he seorificed bis all for his conn-
try, that country would peovide for
thowt whom he left behindg. Henoe, in
1862, bofure ulnnz invalid pensionirs
bl bovn made, this aot was passed

That if soy olllesr, neo-comminsioned oflieer,
pwricinn, v private, of thasemy, Inajuding ragn
lurs, vuluntiere, and militla, or sy wiiser war.
raut of petit ofloer, wurisien, seaman, ordinary
soaninn, Bolblin way, manos, ek, (videnan,
Pl or piber parson in the Navy ar Matios
Varps, has heen since the (th duy of Musoh, 1561,
o abinll heeeafter b, disablod by rossom of any
wiknd of disense contruoted while in the sevios
the United Staten b the line of duty, be shall,
upon making dun proed of the Dot seeindisg o
rusli forims and regulutions ae sre o uaLln pie-
wided far, by, or in pursesnss of law, e
:tn::‘llu ot wf favalid peusionees of ths Unlted

This act wan to s largo dogree pro.
speotive.  The groat mass of those who
wre now pensiongms, were then able-
bodied men.  Under the provisions of
this net they stepped Into the mnks,
They had the psurance of the conntry
whowt honor they had alwiys regardod
as holy and saered that € they were
disabled or should die in the sarviee of
their country they and thelrs shonld
be provided for.

Mr. Horlbut. What is the date of
the net which the gentleman hns just
rond ¥

Alr, Jenks. July 14, 1862; prior
cettalnly to the time when the great
masn of onr pensioners had beeome
wtich,

Mr. Howitt, of Alabama, 11 the gen-
toman will allow me, 1 would romind
him that in the proclamation of Presl,
dent Lincoln, issned in 1861, ealling for
volunteers, a promise was mado that
wuch on might he wounded or shonld
cantract disenso in the warshould have
o pension ; and Congross afterward
ratifiod that promise,

Mr. Jenks, The fhets wre us the
honorablo terinn from  Alabama
[Mr. Howit] states them.  The pen
slon lyw of THG2 wan pot passed Lefore
tho firl soldier went into the army ;
yut prior to that time the soldiom L
the word of & man they had resson to
trist, that i thoy should go into the
servive thoy shonld ho provided for.
Shall that word b disgraced hore on
thie floor of this Congress ?  Shall we
disregurd that eontract in view of which
they wentinto the army ? They obeyed
the call of their country | unLn L
view the

sald ; but it
of which

this provision
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did only their duty, it s
bwmﬁ.muemﬂm- of

e dution, fumds, necunnte, ehaims, reonnls, N;'uh,

et riy, sed appenensoess, sball be
!rn';furr-:‘;l:un,lho ibe r?rnml of ke Interior
t0 Ahie Dipnrtiment of War,

Faction 2 That the Sesratary of War ahali vz
stclim sll the powers and disebiargs sll (he duiies
hervtafore eyeralond and formed by thn Koure
tury of (b Interion is nf.‘f.... i penejigers and
he Pemolon Borean i and all seovunts shall be
sudent 1o weljuotonant by thie o Moers of (b Trass.
wry aw havlog chargs of the departimint of s
eonnle of said Daresw sl e penalon sgeats snd
l[vlnn

Eor 3, That e unld wfter the dwie aforsssld,
ety e bereby wetabilibed Is 1he War |
mant aw aflion tn be known an the Vensien i
i the S ol War al froms the
commieeloned :Rﬁu of the srmy an sffieer tv
ik sharge of sald office, anil ndwinioter ith alales
usder rogulations W be made and promal

Wha Beoratary of War ; the efiver ou dutalled
whiall, fur the tiine be may be detniled 1s the
of the Penajon Ofiee, bave M pag wid allywasives
vl s Colomel, and aball parfarm sll the duthes waw
peefirmed huil Cimmisnivaers of Ponnions

Hae. 4, That o sad afler the dats
the fien of pamsion apent and penvien L
for the disbursemen| of tho pasricn fusd be
abullsbed aid dloesptinned | nnd vp snd ater (he
payment of the quatlerly psyment des pessioness
o the dth day of Jane, 1817, all fundy remaluiog
in thelr bands, shall ba pald fnbs i Tresanry

of the Usitied Btates,

Bae, 5. That the duties birsiforn c-mm by
the pemeion agents agragles shall
wn der U dirsithiti of (he Secrotsey W War by
Wit Pay Department of the army | snd (hy Seers-
bury of War in sutburised bo detail suck foton of
eamm berlened W amAy, Uhreigh kpvwledge
and experionon of dishirsing duting, be ruited
and neseesary o werh dutben | (s elloars
v dorailed 4o r.u Wemd in emeh v an abinll e
wppruved by the Heepwiugy of War for the Plthful
disas wf thair dutiss.

Bar, 0. That the Beeretary 6f War is besohy
wuthortsed (o re-orgunise nad ro-adjust the oev.
ornl divinlnnn of the Pensvn Buresw, snd detsil
wltoere and employes b da the work in surh &
manner wh aball sunilner 10 ihe goed of thy ser.
vien. Auy offleer authotimd to nveatigais any
owrpreted attampl ts defraud the Unlted State In
of sfveting the sdminltration of sny lew relative
Vu prostonn, and 15 aid in prosecutt u{ presin
(mplicated, thall bave the pawer to sdnlober vathe

Aiam,

B, T That thedetnily of catmeninplveed sliaery
under wections b wed @ wf (il net may be extunded
b sflenes un Ihe rellend st of the areny | anid
wwph wffisers whiln o0 serving shall have the pay
anid I-lluuum of wllenry of like grade vu Lie po-
tre Jlat

e B Tl on or befre the 160 day WF Jaly,
INET, the Benrwtary of the Tutarior iball saus |
Fotiaivn Narvan o all jte parts wod dutien (o be
Is full roudinsss far the (ransfer maurinnsd in
woabidnn |, muil Lo sasisn ghall b mede and rom
n-‘raml ab the sarliost practicahle date within
A0 dnyw, witd all weie wr parte of acle inoonviatent
Brruwiih wie hatsby raposied,

Mr. Jenks. The provisions of this
net as s rulo wre gonoral it tholr ternis
without going into dotail of sdminis-
tration ol the offfee. 1t wan thought
expediont, and Jt also seoms wise, 1o
lenvo the working out of (he details,
aftor the gonerul plan shall have hoon
Inidd, to wdministrntion.

The bl has boou drawn on that
principle, and with the exeeption of
tho soventh sootion and the ourth and
fifth sewtins, which wo will consiler in
the conrse of our remarks, wo need
only to say that it provides for the re-
moval of the Penvion Burean and tho
condact of it in the War Departmont,

Tho seventh seotion, which is new
in its ohuracter, provides that those in
the hall ppy serviee of the Governs
ment may be employed Tnthe duties of
that office. 1t gives the means by
which mmﬁ;uuw poid by the Govern.
toent muy be usllized.  Thore can now
bo employed in this peasion ofice it
wrnnsterrod to the srmy, the hall pay
offfeers from the grade of captain down,
and one balf, at loast, of all that in now
paid out 1 earrying on the ponsion
ofiee will be saved in thin way, while
it will sfford emplayment to those who
wre now wnfit for fdeld duty and are
now an the half poy list of the Gov.
ernment. The nwonnt theroby saved
will be aune balf of what is now paid to
the emplayes in this office. To what-
over extent Wheso half pay oficers may
be uble 1o do the work of the offies, and
it b olaimoed they may b able to do it
to i lnege oxtont, of tho thros hundred
neeessury they will at lmuttpm the
place of one hundred and fifty, leavin
to bo paid one hundred and filty fu
paid Msm officers. 1t wonld reduce
the substantinlly one hundred
und fifty in that particular apd afford
employment o those tow in the half
|mmwlm ol the Govormment.

b, e dolag AWy Wik paanin

I, for AWAYy w
1 will disposs of an we go

Theso pension pgenices poem

House |question of his discharge jna

+fmote sconomically, moro  diligently,

Lt to the Government its

werd. They aro Lhe principals; it
i the ngent. aro u&ﬂomﬁhu; it
is tho erenture,

nder certain. lrur-
ors of attorney, il I may sostylethom,
known as constitutions, State and Na-
tional, they grant cortain. powers to
others 1o ”lir o l.l:;m. 'l'hmhennni-
tutions, so far as they grant the pow.
wors, authorize those aoting for the poo-
ple to do certnin dutios, when the per-
S0k 1o whom Ih’umwera arg gronted
have been qualified in a given way.
But mﬂmng that i not within these
1%
t.

mm an assumption wrongful and

The Army, kod Navy, the Terri-
tories, and the treasures belong to the
people, It any be Jeft without
an owner it is o the common
law right of 5 and that in-
stinet pervados almost the wholo hu-
man raco, that if' a thing be lying open
withont an owner any person com
along may cconpy it and bave a ;‘o:ﬁ
title to it Now, with reference to
this, it scems as it the le are on
tirely forgotten and as i the territo
ot the Government, 10 a groat exten
and ils trensures are prosumed by
those in power in this Burean to be
"L”n W goneral occupsney, and that
they ean uire title 1o everything
they cun lay hunds upon, becanse they
havo forgotten the people bhave any
definito ownorship. This prineiple vin.
dieatos itsell in that the employes of
# corporation do nol conceive so cloar
Iy of the privilege of ownership exist.
ing i it, and tako from it more froel
than they would from a private indi.
vidual. In » L Government we
find porwons ‘doing deeds and commit:
ting orimes aguinat the Government in
the way of appropriatin Jumpeny and
moneys which they Wiﬂ neverthink
of dotng If they were in the employ-
ment of an individual.

Now, the first fuct 1 want o have
understood fn reteronoe to this Bureay,
and I mny say overy where elee, is,
thiat thero is an ownerslip a8 10 the
property of the nationa]l 8overnment ;
thut bor trensures are her own, and
not open 1o general oocupany st all
And § fenr this principle bas beon vio.
lated by this ﬁumu( a5 1 ahall be
ablo to ehow as 1 proceed. In order
that the businoss of the Governmont
may be done with facility it & divided
into eertain departments.  Thoso de.
partments in thomsolyves have no riﬁhl
1o any particular portion of the publie
territory or the public treasure. 1t is
only In proportion ns the work can be
beut attended to that it should be as
signod to any particular department or
Buresu. Now if the Department of
Warcan do this duty which we pro.

wo 10 assign o [t with groator intel
igence, groator economy, greater dili
geneo, and greator parity than where
1% ix now, it ought ta be removed there.
And we propose to show that the bu-
siness ¢un be done more intelligently,

anil more purely by this transfer,

On this polnt I ask the attention of
::-l::d whole House. We have endeav.

to obviate any ibility ol purt:

opposition by ﬂxiiu F:.:nt the m':ﬂ{
does not oeour antil 1877, Tn 1877 no
ono can toll whether the administra.
tion will be Democeat or Republican,
This may hit the ono fnrty or it mn
hit tho other, Bat if it is I'iibl. 1 ni
that it shall bo done. We fixed the
dute of the transfor in 1877 that it
might bnve the candid consideration
of every membor of thi Houwse. And
I ask you to joln in offecting this trans.
fer i 1o yon it seomn right. IF it doos
not seem right, and it s not right, |
any Just sk sineere in the desir that
fou ahall not do it as any man in this

ouse.  Bot 0 me it seoms that it
shonld be done,

Let ma show how the Buarean came
first Lo be placed in the Depurtment
of the Interior. In 1849 it bad been
coneltded 1o ovganise w new depart-
ment 1o bo kuswn ay the Department
ot the Interior. Dutles vl aesignd
to that dopartment. This ponsion du-
ty was one. At that time it was som.

ratively trifling; and whon & man

nin small work to do, he in notapt
to conabder vory earctully whether ho
is to have it dono In the most econom-
ieal way or not; but i the work be-
comes vast in its proportions, then it
i of importance that be should have it
done In the most economical way.
Hence this Bureau being small at the |
time, wis nasigned os o more fmgment |
o muke work for the Interior Depart-
mont.  But this state of things does
not mow exist.  This Boreau has be.
come an important depariment. It
has an exponditure of $20,000,000, 1
provides Tor the payment of 234 000
ponsionors.  An army of men stands

hind its swards. Thoy receive their
daily bresd in many instancos trom i

What wan then transferred has be | ©

come great.  What was then an in-
significant Inbor, b swolled in its di
monsions until It is linmienso |, and
while it is & groat burdon it is also a
gRAL honor 1o onr couniry ; ahd oi
tho other hand it Is 8 great shume if'
we do not see that it s bonestly and
weoll aduministored. It was pasigned Lo
the Tnterior Dopartment only the
purpose of making work fur the now
department without any particular
reanon why thist asaignmont should be
made. Now the labor has inoreased ;
and if it nutnrally belongs to the War
Departmont and the labor can b
ﬁﬂﬂlly reduoed by teansfuring it thoro,

i otir duty 10 make that transfor,

Now, what ars the duties of the
Penslon Ofce ¥ What does it do?
I the fiest plads it adjudiontes or de.
termines the right of vertain persuns
to cortaln funds of the Government;
it dotermines the question of 4 delt
botween the soldier and tho Govern.
ment, aid alvo determines the propri:
oty of granting gratuitios in some in.
stancos, aml aftor thot is done it
pays oot tho debts and grutuition. A

t proportion of the labor of the of-

fe in thit involved in the sdjedies-

ton o4 10 who are entitled I.n[pmdom.

The great work is the granting ot re-
Tusing of pension certificaton,

Naw, In granting pension certificates
what questions arise? The fimt is,
wan the man claiming a penslon rogo.
Inrly mustered ; was he wounded in
the vervice n l‘.!::olg.no of bisduly; was
ho ? on

Ih::ﬁhmn whoﬁ thus nm-':s
od ; who was thus wounded in the line
of his doty and dhhu‘ﬁﬂ One

westion to be dovided in lm

identity. Tho question w
n man was wounded in the line of his
duty in a mlitary question; the
: military
one. Asa rule, the only one
ity the case that s not a

-

his to the mun a household
word ; a question being military bo can
docide it st onve. The guestion then
is whether this bnlnin 1?:: nrdmm
be diluhml more _intelligen

more qu whon dave by skilled in-
wtond of illod labor,

Therv is another thing 1o which 1
desire o oall the attention of the com-
wittee. Between tho Ath of Maroh,
1876, and the 1 of Felruary, 1576,
one hundred and twenty-eight employ.
e ot the office have been dischnrged
and ninely -six new uppointmonts made,
Now, i a man should be permitted to
romain in the ofice uatil ho sequired

ox that systom might work,
but whero thnﬁnluiul nﬁgﬂahm-
not ho done. Kvery time thoro s o

of political :; it is proba-
:E.::E skilled
Inbor will be removed uurh:n&lﬂd
labor submtituted. In o court of jus-

tice it would vover be entertained tor
A moment o pormit a man unlearned
in the law to sit. apon the beneh oxcept
in trivial cases; we always require
‘that n legal question shall bo decided
by those lenroed in the law. Now,
why not upply the samo rule to mili-
tary questions in this case? Is that
court whoss awards annually disburss
$20,000,000 100 insignificant Lo julli?r
thoe employment of skilled Iabor? [t
would be moro intelligently done, It
would also be more sconomically done.
Witk rot o ¥, Bmong
the groatest sinecures that everover-
spiresd the country are the offices of
pension agents.  Twenty men sdded
w the Pay Department of the nrmy
might do the whole work, wheress
there are now Afifty-cight  pension
agents at a cost 1o the Government of
over B120,000, About 214,000 vouch-
ors are filled nod mailod quarterly to
the ponsioners ; one man can fill 12,000
vouohers quurtorly, maultiply that b
twenly, it will amount to 8240,
and that is more than is required to be
dono, for whieh the Governmont now
ays, Including contingencies, over
Euu,:m.

These potinion agonts, some of them,
draw salaries und contingenvies of over
816,000 o yonr. Their average salury
and contingont is $7,767, orabout that.
The smonnt of their labor muy bo
lllnstrated by & statoment I received
from a clerk of one of these officors to
whose charsoter for vorneity & mom-
ber of this House is ready to certify.
He states that with & salary of 4

he did all the work that was dons at
one of Uhese agencies excopt signing
the eheoks, which the pension agent
himself might do in twenty minutes s
duy and for signing the check the
agronl roceived over fﬂ,ﬂiﬂl annually

Avother agent in an mii]oining oity,
nfter puying all exponses for rent, foo),
&o., rootived B854 of tloar monoy
Thero are dtty-oight of theso muw, and
thelr averago salary is over 87,000 and
odd Amo e:r.mw of the Bureau
and agenpies and tho expense to the
Government is over 4 por cont., and iy
could probably be done for 1 per cont.
1t certainly ean be done for half a mil-
lign loss, o probably three-fourths of
a million.

These ngents are seattered Iiké the
roots of n mighty cancer, all over the
Innd ; they aro esting out tho vitals of
tho country ; they are planted every-
whore, & on will senveely find a
Cungressional district from which the
influence of Rrome sach officer does not
come; and if his stipend bo deoreased,
he will go to the pollg and cut off their
votes and defeat the membor who has
the manhood to attack thom, Those

nts oan well affurd to spend some-
thing for political purposes or to pro-
vent or deleat any act that might be
pending. In 1874 an sttempt was
mado by & veforming Congress that
seotnod 10 be soizod with a temporary
Spusm of reform to cut off this allow-
anob of thirty centa for each voueher,
It was attompted to cut off the pay-
ment of this foee st & timo when they
waere costing the Government about
$114,000, T'he ngonts camo swarming
here, mado n compromise with that
N 8 to out off five conts, lenving
twonty-five conts sill. What s fear
il refurm that was !
Weo usk somothing more Radical ;
wo mak that they shill be out up by
the voots, 8114,000 and all, and that 20
imen shall now do what costa so much.
For that purpese I have introduced
this transfir ns & part of the appropr-
ation bill, s n retronchment mensare.
Wo ray that not only can it be dene
more eoonomically in this respoot, but
(horo is nnother aspect of the case to
be conwidered.
Thore aro made upon the War Of
fice mnd  the Surgeon General's Offioe
cach yoar by the Pension Bureau in
the adjodivation of pension tases is de-
ident u the War Offioe and the
rgoon Genoral's Offios for evidence.
Any ono who takes up n claim and
oxamines It, can see in u very whort
time where the evidunce comes trom
and what is 19 be decided npon.
This Pansion Buveau, located aome
quarter of a milo distant, sends fiity-
six thousand writton ealls tor evidenoe
o the War Offios or the Burgoon Gen-
oral'n Offioe.  [vis oasior Lo ask gquos-
tions than to answer them, This takes
time, beaides the writing of one han-
dred and twelve thousand lettors, 1o
trunsmit the letters backward and for-
wanl and to Jook up the evidence.
The grester part of the work done in
the sdjudieation of thess | canos
Is at this timo probably done in the
War OMoee and the Hurgeon General's
(Ofioe,
Thoe Surgeon Goneral's Offco has
but sixty-one smploysn on this work,
wnd the War Offce has but fifty-five,
making one hundred and sixteen om-
floyes in Both offives. The Pension
‘iumu has three handred and ninety-
three employes.  If you should go
down thero today with o pension
clnim and sk why they do not aot
upon it, their rosponse will be, “We
aro walting tor oveidence from the
War Oftice, or the Surgeon Goneral's
Office,”  That s, three hundred nnd
nincty.three men in the Penslon Bo.
rean aro mnde 1o wait on ane hundred
wnd sixteon ten in the other two of
ficen.  Now, what well informed econ-

-

\ (John M

tl#ur wied ol
ane

be made.

is not likel,
It nmong

per  cent.
ther samo do
avoided.

made of the Sua

more,

where they
reconl, '?

made,

flagrant wrong,
upom it

which I have I
urphy.

tent alle

wai blind.

dissbility total.’

in

it every time.

great doal
moncnd,

per month,  Th
maonth.

trom the timo of

notion upon

turnod on page

Pension |
that,

in the TOR.

do not intond to
says eall it neg

1 10 do so.

nection

of o wimilar ok

tho peusion was

l\ ¥ mmdln@g;
Jocomber, 1870, the grade “total” was
again retornod.  is cortificate is then
i in amonnt to §20

January 11, 1871,

TERMS—8$2 per annum in Advance.

NEW SERIES-VOL. 17, NO. 23"

bave obtained. This case came to my
attention causually ; I waus not looking
for it at ull; but it came before me in
my dutiow on (he copmitteo. In this
case tho Pension Bureau went threo
Umes for substantially the samo ovi-
denoce,  How did that oogur?
bly just in this way : Some man writes
to inquire why the claim kas not hoen
It bn vaster to st down
Al g Wank calling bt ors ovis
denee than ot wanld be o esnmine the
records and sce i the clabn was in or
der for sdjudieation or sel.
ik is llljlul. and the additional copy
of the roll and hospital record must

Now if this was an isolated case, it
I would bave vome neross
o fow cases that camo bo-
fore me. | wont to the Surgeon Gon.
eral's Office and
applications in ono year wore made
of that office. 1 revelved in writing
the reply that there had boen more
than thirty-cleht bundred, or abont 21
Now, if they were all in

ment, this would be
ero were over thirty-
oight hundratd applications for evidenoe

Of the War Ofico there wore many
Probably in both there wore
ton thousand cases whore applications
were made for new evidence, in casen
already had ovidence on
hersfore, in this
sew that this work would be mare dili-
gently dane Il this transfer should be

Another imstance of Inok of diligence,
This seems to me to be an iostance of
I it was an isolated
instauce 1 would not so strongly insist
ot it i in the interest of
common hontsty aud deconcy that 1
asle the Houso 1o consider nnother onso

ere,

The oharygo made was
somoething like this; That the Pension
Bureay, lost it should ran out of work,
wis in the habit of granting & pension
below the grade to which the appli-
cant was entitlod, in order Lo compel
bim to make suother npplioation, and
thus there would be more cases for the
office to work npon, and thereby the
Penston Burean would be ablo to keep

its full force.  That was the charge.
I inquired a little into this oase of
John Muarpby, which it was claimed
was one among many of the kind, 1
rofor to this only as an {llostmtion, 1
haveo not boen bl w find to what ex.
tent this practiod exists; but it exista
1o some extent, whother with the in.
o 1 canuot say.
of John Murphy, No. 100481, the nan
I sont in lils ap ilieation
to the Pension Burean in 1
notion of the Bareau was this; Sep-
tembsr 15, 1870, ho was granted a pon-
sion of 815 por month. Prior to that
the Surgeon's cortificate, dated July
25, 1805, is, "Surgeon Handall roports
That is, at the time
nted the Surgeon
b veported to the office that the ap.
plicant was totally disabled. On the
day the pension wais
the man was totally disabled; he was
blind, wandering about sightloss sud
in darkness, ng-y BOUD lﬁeﬂhu e
sion of §15 n month was gran
received notice from his attorney to

nrply for an incrense, and ho does o
and on the 16th of | PO¢

His
ruised {0 824 por month, That is on
the dth of June, 1872,  First it is $16,
thon 820, and then 824,
Now, you would conclude that the
bad done with this man; that tho sub-
Jeet was nbout exhausted. But po,
gentlemen, they wero not done by a
Thoy bad only just oom.
They then sent out somo
other officor of the service ; at loast by
same means they reduced his grade.
We find thut on the 14th of November,
1873, his pension was rednced to §18

twist st this poor blind man,
might soppose that this was tho end
of the matter. But it is not. They
increasod the pension again (o 824 por
In nccordance with m notice
dated Janusry 5, 1876, his ponsion ia
inereased 1o 824, commencing Septom.
bor 1, 1876, Thus we see the number
of difforont changes in this pension

1t}

Now, Mr. Chairman, onght thisthing
to be tolerated ?  Ought an offfco that
performs ita work no mare diligently
and honestly than this be permitted to
exisl under a Governmont of Amerioan
Indomon who claim to be bonest? 1
may that somaething onght to be done
and I have folt it my duty an chair.
man of the sommities 1o brin
ter to the attention of this Hause and

i

But the businesa in dovo nogligontly

in mnother way

look nt the roport of the Third nuditor

of the Troasury you will find that the

amount of money disbursed by this

Department 1o Army pensioners is re- |
17 nlﬁ

r.  For Instance if you

wounld ur«l that the return of the
uroan would correspond with

Bat it does not.
the return of the Commissioner of Pen-
sions you find that the amount paid to
nrm; rndcmon is returnod ax 820,
102, 1t will bo woon that thore is
n dlnmt;]ﬂ noy of somothing over 88,000
I do wol oharge that

this s the vesnlt of frand ; boonuse 1

char,

L um not fully assu
frmud ; it may bo negligo
ligenee |
k?ul negligence of this
ind it business mntters requires
bation, and 1 ask that this House shall
wward to this Burein that roprobation
which it sooms to deserve in this con-

Liet mo give you another illustration
r

asked how

But this is not yet
the finnl consnmmation by any means.
It Is nocossary (o eall the matter up
again, and require this poor blind man party

nin Lo soek his ovidenee In dirkness,
He applics for an lnerease ; and he gota

Probn.

80 the

Genernl's Ofoce,

t, we

It s the case of

In this case

i1, The

ted it seemn

he

month,

many such | honestly

lonse wf ‘

In other words, thero is an itom of
B2,565,1680.18, which you cannot find
ur account of in any book without
going ovor every olaim that has been

d. Now I do not call this freed ;
here may be frand in it bot 1 do not
know it; and 1do not proposs to as-
wort that thore is negligendce in it, nog.
lgenew of the most Aagrant chumetor,
that demands attantion as onre bands,
I owalpght estond thise filusteations of
nigligones alinost eyond limlt,
Hut there s something evin worse
than this, There Lns bBeon a steady

witb in the sxponse of this Buresu
mn the time it did its most efficient
work until the present time. For in.
stance, in 1866 this Burean granted
about fifty thousand original pensions.
.iln that E“"f" Burcan, from the best
nformation I can was working
and well, m it grant-
ol what would be equivalent 10
or 13,000 ariginal pensions.  In saying
“squivalent” | mean this:  An in.
creased pension elaim is not so Inbori-
ons to adjudioate as an originel claim.
From the best information 1 can E!t. a
orson onn adjudieate from eight to
ftoon increased claims to esch origi-
nal olaim. 1 take the lowest estimato
and divide the number of
olgims by eight ; adding the result to
the number of ori claima, the
amount i 12,800 adjadioated this ;
The number ot elorks employed this
year was four hundred and twenty,
that is duxing the year ending 30th of
June, 1876. The namber of clerks om-
ployed in 1868, when fifty thoussnd
olaims wero adjudionted, was one hon-
dred and seventy-five. That is the
labor bas diminished in inverse ratio,
and the foroe bhas incromsed p:lgqﬂ.mn-
slly. This boing so would need oxpla-
nation in this way, that the claim to
bo adjudicated ns yon get further away
from the time of the occurrence of an
event causes more labor hoecanse it
takos more evidence to do the work.
You have to call two witnesses to
prove a Iact when st an earlior time
perbsps ong would do.  That will ex-
plain somo portion, but not one fifth or
one teath of the discropancy, so we
must conclude there is a great deal of
waate labor in this Bureau.
I ealled the Clork, and inquired of
what use was the finance de ent
conuisting of forty-vight, and he maid
that if the Third Auditor of the Troas-
nry was up with his work there wonld
bo no necessity for continning it
Now, thoro wre barnscles fastened
on this machine all over, It has been
used ns the place in which the polti-
vinn might pat his profeges when they
came here after he!;ud n electod to
Jon . This is all wrong, and
should be obviated by this Congress.
But thero is another view than this.
I wish to call the attention of the
Heouse to the appmtriluunl tor differ-
ent years. Thore has been a steady
incronse in the expenses of this depart-
mont in this wiso: The mm wrintion
of wecond of March, 1866, for this
Burean was $237.9020; on tho 284 of
July, 1866, it was 8236540, and on
March 2, 1807, it waa $257,920. It
still goes up from this on, a8 & rule.
The next year there wes s Prosiden.
tinl election, and it yon were looking
out right sharp for things you might
expect lor that yesr the t
would be incrensed, snd in that ex-
tation you would not be d nt-
od. The next year the a
for this Bareau was §348 240, an in-
oretiso of nearly $100.0001 That may
bave no siguificance, and it msy bave
a good I nm saying this not for
any purpose to attaok the Hepublican
. but to attack its extonsion as a
political office, and to maintain the
p‘ﬁnt.ijﬂo that this is an office which

lon i8 then

took another
You

nting.

the mot-

not be used for mm ™~
poses either by the Republican or -
oeratic partios, 1€ it is #o used, then
lot us withdraw it as soon as possible
from any such temptation at loast,
The sppropriation for this Bureso
eontinoed to increase until for the last
yoar it amounted to 8328680. This
constant ineroase of appropristion re.
uires considerntion at our hands—
When there is loss work done there
are more employes, aod with an ap-
propriation more than doubled, is it
not the duty of the House to inquire
whether this Bureau is whoro it should
beorwot? | sk you to consider it
bonostly as men and not as paliticians.
Thore is another feature to which 1
wish 1o eall the attention of the Houso,
which seems to mo to be & most flag-
mant violation of law by this Bureau.
The indieations so fhr have been cases
of negligence, but what 1 sm now com-
ing to s frand—nothing more and
nothing loss than em| mont under
thoe statute—and that is the minplpm
rintion and division of s public fund
From the pu for which it was
granted to another and different pur.
John Btiles was called before
the Commiitee on Invalid Pensions
nnd tesfifiod that bo had been employed
in the oemud ioa ot i'lha o hllm: Con-
grossional commities durin stim-
mer and had boen paid out of the Pon.
wion fund.  This substantinily was his
evidence.  Mr. Atkinson, the Commis-
sloner of Pepsions, tesified that Wil
linmn Caffroy and otbers who bad been
employed by the Republienn Congres-

171170, You|

I you look st

anything that
of. It may be
nee.  Charit

and 1 am dis.

ol nn
the di

L
nt who was naible for
mnuunl of o hrgnmmntd

yo. | todo of one year in the penitontinry

slonal committee had also boon paid
ot of tho invalid.pension find.  This
18 diverting a pablic fund from the pur-
pose for which it was appropristed,
and thostatute says this shall bo visited
with punishment of not lesa than one
year in the panilenth?‘ But this ia
not the worst of It 11 this wero all,
und thero wore nothing more, it might
be passed over on the prlnniplodnmm-
wmud in law,  But it ls » costom, and s

roved to be # custom by the late
r‘,nmmlmimr of pensions himself. In
his testimony, page 8 he stated that
ho  underst from all parties that
this was the custom—that ke did it on
that principle. Embozeloment a cus
tom! A orime visited with pvnu!nr':-
come aoustom ! The peoplo grosning
under the burden of taxation and diver-
wion of & public fund from its r
rpose ¥ purposes! 11 this
u custom, i it pot onr doty to seo
that that costom shall cense 7 1t has
become w0 costomary indeed that the
party who Lﬂl“ the testimony searcely
coneelved ho bad done nr WIUng.
Heo has been guilty of an sot, it i troe,
which at law amounted to embezzle.
d not in his testimony

-t




